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EDITORIAL 


Reading about the 
Tmorconaces game we love 


Club President .........sscesssssees lvan Simic THE recent success of the Optus 
Director of Coaching ....... Branko Culina Cup international series and the 
Marketing serenecsrensenseons Robert Markovac Staggering success at the 
Club Captain Coabeubetesrecnncens Tony Popovic turnstiles currently being enjoyed 


by the Ericsson Cup is a true 
indication of something | have 
been saying, and writing, for the 
whole of this season; Soccer has 
arrived - its success is no longer 
‘just around the corner’. 

Even the international series 
drew well at the box Office, 
especially so considering that 
countries like Norway, South 
Korea and New Zealand would 
only have drawn three or four 
thousand in Sydney just a year 
ago. 

Forget that Norway are ranked 
14th in the World - that is 
irrelevant; the majority of football 
punters will only come along to see 
teams which they rate as 
traditionally of quality. 

Hence the sell out some 
seasons ago for England, the 
same for AC Milan ete. 

And Sydney United are also 
drawing excellent crowds this 
Season - even allowing for the fact 
that we are top of the league. 

This season Canberra Cosmos, 
Brisbane Strikers, Sydney United, 
Wollongong City and, of course, 
newcomers Perth Glory and 
Collingwood Warriors have all 


estabii ; 
Editor, Publisher and Sydney United do tablished new ground records 


And the appearance in the 
Ericsson Cup of big name former 
Overseas players like Eddie 
Krncevic, Frank Farina, Davie 
Mitchell and Alan Davidson is 
another terrific boost to the game. 

The fans want star names — and 
they are starting to get just that. 


But the biggest impact this 
season so far was caused not by 
any of the foregoing, not by any 
individual act of football brilliance, 
nor any major trophy win. 

It was made by just two feet 
getting off the plane at Sydney 
Airport. 

And the feet were those of Terry 
Venables, Australia's new national 
coach who has sent shock waves 
through the traditional apathy of 
the staid custodians of football in 
this country. 

El Tel has arrived - and his 
arrival comes at a time when the 
game's growth is now significant. 

| have watched all over the 
country as fans everywhere have 
given him standing ovations. 

Venables, regardless of whether 
he is successful on the pitch or not, 
is a man of the people. 

He has that all too rare ability to 
communicate at all levels, he has 
that charisma which if you cold 
bottle it wold make you a 
millionaire overnight. 

Now that his, and Australian 
soccer's success, have both been 
SO positively amplified hopefully 
the rest of the soccer media will 
forget any umbrage taken at 
Venables' appointment. 

Wouldn't it be nice if we cold just 
read about the game we all love 
instead of someone's personal 
opinions about who should be 
coach or whatever. 

Just a thought. 


Bruce Campbell 
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ON FIRE 


SYDNEY UNITED are on fire: that's 
the message being handed out to 
the rest of the Ericsson Cup after 
the club that people were saying 
last season was goal-shy hase 
rattled in a whopping eight goals in 
their last two goals. 

And chief destroyer in those 
games was Ante Milicic, one of 
Australia's best ball players and a 
striker who left national boss Terry 
Venables with a _ couple of 
headaches. 

On current form, Milicic should 
have been a shoe-in for national 
selection and his pairing with fellow 
striker David Zdrilic would have 
maybe resulted in a few more goals 
for the Socceroos. 

But there is still time for Milicic to 
force his way into the side and he 
knows that the best way to do just 
that is to keep on playing with the 
kind of form which has seen him 
rocket to number two on the 
Ericsson Cup goal scoring charts - 
just one behind Zadrilic. 

"Ante is playing really well just 
now," said coach Branko Culina. 

"He could even have scored a 
few more against Brisbane if all of 
his chances had gone in but there 
is no doubt that he is on fire. 

"I'm really pleased for him 
because being a striker is as much 
a confidence thing as anything 
else. 

"He is playing good enough to be 
rated for Australia but the only way 
that he will get into the national 
team is by performing well at club 
level." 

That is just what David Zadrilic did, 
shrugging of the obvious 
disappointment of being over- 
looked for selection in the Atlanta 
Olympics squad last year to get on 


Kresimir Marusic: the United number seven is one of the players 
on fire at the club just now 


with his club career. 

His reward was that call-up to 
Venables' first Socceroo squad and 
he made the most of his 
opportunities having a hand, or at 
least a foot, in two goals and 
coming close himself as well. 

But it was his work rate which 


impressed the new national coach 
and now he will be looking to 
continue that form for United - 
helping his buddy into the Green 
and Gold along the way. 

"The good thing about the club is 
the way the whole team is playing," 
adds Culina. 
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"It's good that our two strikers are 
playing well but the really good 
thing is that other players are on fire 
as well. 

"That makes us an all-round 
outfit and hard for other teams to 
contain." 

Today United line up against a 
South Melbourne side which has 
gone through a revival recently 
which has seen them shoot into 
fourth place in the League. 

Written off in early season the 
profits of doom were also predicting 
that coach Angie Postecoglou was 
on his way but the Lakeside side 
has bounced back and will be out to 
prove its critics wrong by putting the 
pressure on United. 

"South Melbourne are 
traditionally one of Australia's top 
clubs," added Culina. 

“Look, they've got too many good 
players to be struggling at the 
bottom, and a couple of wins strung 
together in this competition is 
enough to bring any club back into 
the Top Six." 

And a prediction for today's 
crucial clash? 

The shrewd coach won't be 
drawn on that one, he just smiles 
and says that he'll give that after the 
match. 

But the way his team is playing he 
might need a fire extinguisher 
round about nine'o'clock tonight. 


The Reds are 
marching 


UNITED president Ivan 
Simic was given the green 
light at the club's recent 
AGM to continue his policy 
for the next year, a year in 
which he intends to keep 
on building the foundations 
of the club for the future. 

"| know that some of our 
supporters have been 
unhappy with a_ few 
changes," he said candidly 
after the red letter day. "But 
we have to change all the 
time to keep this club at the 
front of Australian soccer. 

"I'll do everything that | 
can to make United the 
biggest club in Australia ' : 
and we have only really scratched the surface lately - there are many 
exciting times ahead." 

The recent game at Parramatta Stadium was also a huge success 
proving that the vision of Simic is in tune with the general mood of the 
Sydney sporting public. With a bumper crowd swelling the club's coffers 
and the cheque from the Tony Popovic transfer in the bank things are 
looking great out Edensor Park way. 

The appointment of Dr Michael Hewson as the club's honorary 
chairman is also a sign that the club is big news in the public eye, with 
Simic's board turning every trick in the book to ensure that the Reds go 


marching into the history books with success after success. 


LIVERPOOL 
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"HANDS OFF our players 


Hands 


= that's the message 


_ which Sydney United is 


sending to the rest of the 
soccer world. 

And in particular, down 
south, with the news 
leaked that new club 
Carlton are reported to 
have as many as seven 
United stars in their 
sights for next season. 

"It's taken time to build 
up this side," says 
Branko Culina. 

"Obviously | don't want 
to see my players going 
anywhere - even 
Europe. 

"It's no secret that | 
didn't want Tony Popovic 
to go but realistically he is 
on the verge of a big 
career in the J League. 

"But that doesn't mean 
| like to see my players 
go - particularly my best 
ones. 

"It's my job to build up 
the side, not wave them 
goodbye." 

But the carrot being 
dangled by Carlton of full 
time professional football 
might well be the spur 
that sees the whole of the 
league embrace pro- 
fessionalism next season 
- or risk losing their very 
best players. 

"That is a possible 
scenario," admits club 
boss lvan Simic. 

"It is every player's 
dream to play in an 
atmosphere of full time 
professionalism and 
most people involved in 
the game realise that it is 
going to come sooner or 
later." 

Now it looks like being 
sooner, with crucial talks 
likely to be on the 


drawing board very 
shortly. 

"This is a good cub," 
adds Simic. 


"We would like to think 
that in Australia our 
players have as good a 
career as at any other 
club. 

"| can understand them 
wanting to go to Europe, 


off 


SOCCER CLUB 


United repel threat 
from Ericsson Cup new 


that is a huge career step 
- but we don't want to 
lose players to any other 
Ericsson Cup club. 

"In fact, we believe that 
most of the top players in 
the league see United as 
a good club to be at." 

And under the brilliance 
of coach Branko Culina, 
United have emerged 
with a reputation as the 
most footballing side in 
Australia. 

The style he has 
introduced has won 


guys Carlton 


praise from critics all over 
the country and drawn 
big crowds at every away 
fixture for the last few 
seasons. 

Under his guidance 
Tony Popovic, Robbie 
Enes, Mark Babic, 
Robert Trajkovski and 
David Zdrilic have all 
earned a call up into the 
senior national team. 

But now the 
pacesetting Sydney club 
has to meet a new 
challenge with Carlton 


throwing down _ the 
gauntlet. 

This season Perth 
Glory has shown the way 
as a new club and 
Carlton are obviously 
intent on entering the 
Ericsson Cup as 
something other than a 
flogging boy. 

But if Ivan Simic and 
Branko Culina have their 
way then it will be without 
the benefit of any of the 
brilliant young players at 
the club. 


eee 
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Come and See Tony Popovic's 


39 Moore Street, 
Liverpool, 
“NSW 2170 


from $1 6.00 
from $1 2.00 
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show a copy of this advert and receive 15% 
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10 YEARS' EXPERIENCE 


* Closed circuit TV 
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* 24 hour monitoring 
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24 Hour Mobile: 0414 246 890 | 
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United keeper 


"beats up’ 
Frankie 


SOMETIMES coaches use the 
media to 'beat up' a story to geta 
particular reaction. 

Sometimes, it works, sometimes 
it doesn't. 

Even United's coach Branko 
Culina has been suspected of 
‘doctoring' an injury scare or two 
on the eve of a match to throw 
confusion into his possible team 
selections. 

But recently Brisbane coach 
Frank Farina was on the wrong 
end of his own ‘beat up’ drawing 
the kind of reaction from the 
Sydney United side that he really 
didn't want. 

At one end Ante Milicic rubbed 
Farina's nose in it with two goals 
while at the other end Zeljko Kalac 
took everything that came his way, 


* possibly having his best league 


game of the season. 

And added to the incentive of the 
Farina barb about too many United 
players, or rater ‘out of form' 
players, in the the Socceroo squad 
was the presence of Terry 
Venables in the United directors’ 
box. 

"Yeah, we got a buzz," admitted 
a supercharged Kalac after the 
match. 

"We had a point to prove against 
Brisbane and we did it. 

"| knew that Venables was in the 
stand and we all just wanted to 
show him how well we could play." 

And Kalac did just that - and 
then went on to turn in a string of 


three international stunners 
which left Venables to scuttle 
plans to introduce the squad's 
number two keeper in the final 
game against Norway. 

United shattered the record 
books with no fewer than six 
Socceroos in that series; 
Kalac, Babic, Zdrilic, Enes, 
Genc and Trajanovski. 

All played a part in the 
Aussie success and had Tony 
Popovic been fit then it would 
have been an even bigger 
representation of seven. 

And a new record was 
made when United had five players 
in a Socceroo shirt at the same 
time. 

That speaks volumes for the club 
- especially with the realisation that 
just two seasons ago only Zeljko 
Kalac was in contention. 

Now the tag of 'promising' players 
has been sent to the laundry and 
with Frank Farina still chewing over 
his words a new tag is in its place - 
outstanding. 

"It's important for me to play for 
the Socceroos," admits Zeljko 
Kalac. 

"It's a big thing and everyone at 
this club realises the importance. 

"With the World Cup just around 
the corner now | want to be part of 
Venables' build-up - | want that 
shirt." 

The Socceroos next assignment 
is against Hungary in April and 
despite the fact that the word from 


A. Ei (is a 
SOCCER CLUB 


Paddington is that it will be a 
European-based selection there is 
a growing feeling amongst players 
and journalists that Venables will 
sneak a couple of home-based 
players into his plans. 

And who would argue that United 
won't be filling up its Socceroo cap 
cupboard again? 

Certainly Kalac has his eyes 
firmly placed on that trip as part of 
his plan to be the number one 
choice when Australia qualifies for 
France. 

That is the growing feeling of 
confidence around town now as 
well, that it will be when rather than 
if. 

And part of that confidence is 
borne out of the brilliance of 
Sydney United's brilliant six-some 
- with beaten up Frank Farina left 
to rue the consequences of his 
own barb. 
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eo SURPRISE visitor to United's last 
od home game was overseas Aussie 
3 superstar Graham Arnold. 

=~ ~~ Looking thinner than at any time 

“ in the last few years the man they 
| « call Arnie was apparently on the 
verge of signing up with Hiroshima 
Sanfrecce and hinted that family 
reasons had as much to do with his 
decision as the big money on offer. 

But at the eleventh hour Arnold 
has changed his mind, tempted 
back for yet another season in 
Holland with NAC Breda. 

That, according to the Socceroo 
ace, will be his last - and the good 
news for Sydney United is that he 
wants to make his former club his 
last port of call. 

"| want to make Sydney United 
my last club," he told Match Day. 

"| had a great time here before | 
left for Europe with a lot of good 
memories. 

"It was this club which launched 
me on my big time career and if | 
can put something back into the 
Australian game then | will." 

And at a time when many are 
saying that the standard of the 
game overall is hitting a low ebb, 
Graham Arnold is quick no 
disagree." 

"From what I've seen the 
standard of play is really high," he 
added. 

"Sydney United have a really 
good team and they play very 
attractive football." 

Arnold also confirmed that the 
stories run in Match Day last 
season about his possible earlier 
return to the club were 100 percent 
correct. 

"That's right," he said, "| had talks 
with the club and was very happy to 
come back to Sydney and sign with 


SPECIALIST IN ALL 
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SOLID FOR {WORK 


PTY LTD 
90 Birdwood Road, Georges Hall, NSW 2198 


PETAR LEROTIC 
Managing Director Ph: (02) 9708 3156 


Mobile: 018 249 121 


GRGO MATTAK 


Director Ph: (02) 9604 9318 


’ United. 
* p "My wife wants to come home 
. and United made me a very good 
Marko Seric offer. 


"| was all set to leave Holland but 
then NAC Breda made me such a 
big offer that | really couldn't say 
no," 

Arnold is a big name in the 
talented Dutch league where his 
club mate is fellow Socceroo, 
defender Tony Vidmar. 

He has built up something of a 
cult following with his no-nonsense 
style of play - and his goal scoring 
rate making him one of the biggest 


Managing Director 


Ph: (02) 796 2311 Mob: 018 274 227 


Fax: (02) 796 2034 
5/2 Claremont Ave. Greenacre, N.S.W. 2190 


U PB 


b KO 


Commercial Interiors & Shopfittings 


Arnold’ 


Aussie success stories in soccer 
history. 

But he knows that when he does 
leave Europe there is no going 
back, that will be his final curtain in 
the big-time world of European 
professional football. 

That is the reason for his change 
of heart, a realisation that when it is 


over it really is over. 

And the final word on his career? 

"| love this club," he says with the 
commitment and passion that we 
will see him in good stead shortly, 
"I'll play for United - and no-one 
else." 

That's the kind of final word which 
is worth waiting for. 
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PUMA STATISTICS Km Aigpa & LF A Ps 
E R | CSSO N G U P Best League (United) Crowd: he t ROUND 14 Sydney United bs 20 35 
ifast'e ore On cy a nde 1 s) e Neweabte Breads 1 Adelaide City 1 Brisbane Strikers r 2 31 =e 
11,381 mpic (Home - Round 5 33 23 26 
TH es TOP MAR KSM E; N 10,650 ; aeons Strikers (Home - Round 14) itary pene peat a Crawford ah a : ; 20 11 25 
David ZDRILIC (Sydney United) 10,158 v Wollongong City (Home - Round 15) tt: 5,834 ESO: ea Adelaide City 15 6 20 13 24 


2 Ante MILICIC (Sydney United) Venue: Breakers Stadium 


10 Bobby DESPOTOVSKI (Perth Glory) 

8 Norman TOME (UTS Olympic) 

7 Frank FARINA (Brisbane Strikers) 

Rod BROWN (Brisbane Strikers) 
Jimmy TSEKINIS (West Adelaide) 

Paul STRUDWICK (Perth Glory) 

6 Vasili KALOGERACOS (Perth Glory) 
Ice KUTLESOVSKI (Melbourne Knights) 
5 Mark BATTISTIN (Brisbane Strikers) 
Jason BENNETT (Newcastle Breakers) 
Adrian CERVINSKI (Melbourne Knights) 
Andy HARPER (Marconi) 


Wollongong City 15 6 25 21 24 
West Adelaide 15 


Marconi Fairfield 15 
Melbourne Knights 15 
UTS Olympic 15 
Collingwood Warriors 15 


Best League (United) Home Crowd: 
11,381 v UTS Olympic (Round 5) 
10,650 v Brisbane Strikers (Round 15) 
5,451 v Collingwood Warriors (Round 9) 


| Saturday 11 January 
=| Canberra Cosmos 2 Melbourne Knights 4 
Sorras 20 Kutlesovski 3, 52 
Kelly pen 66 A Cervinski 60, 74 


Gippsland Falcons 1 ~—_ Wollongong City 3 


- Newcastle Breakers 16 
9 Dimoski 50 : 
Sekulic 8 Surjan 65 Gippsland Falcons 15 


Chipperfield 84 Canberra Cosmos 16 0 15 34 8 


Att: 2,754 Referee: C Diomis 
Venue: Falcons Park NATIONAL: YOUTH LEAGUE (N) 


Sunday 12 January 


Total League Home Crowds: 
43,856 (7 games) 
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Average League Home Crowd: 
6,265 


All Club Top League Crowd: 


—_ — P W DL F A Pt 
Mat ponsiey. (Wollongong City) 17,582 Perth Glory v Marconi Fairfield (R14) ey 4 foment cones 1 Sydney United 187 4 2 27 12 25 
ic (Wollongong City) Pa —e Att: 17,582 Fieforae: E Brazzale NewcastleBreakers 12 8 O 4 30 15 24 
. Norman KELLY (Canberra Cosmos) ct 6 n Venue: Perth Oval ; UTS Olympic 12 8 0 4 380 15 24 
BS aeTeNEY | al Falcons) = Se “io, Pail ‘ Wollongong 13 6 4 3 28 21 22 
ra arconi : ; AIS 116 3 2 209 21 
Kris TRAJANOVSKI (UTS Olympic) 01 Burns, Jacob ie nee NSWIS 127 0 5 22 21 21 
4 Sean BABIC (Marconi) 05 Culina, Jason Venue: Victoria Park Marconi Fairfield 105 1 3 10 9 19 
Michael BROOKS (Adelaide City) 13 Cvetko, Damir Sydney United Colts 12 5 0 7 16 19 15 
Brad HASSELL (Adelaide City) 13 Enes, Robert Sydney United 4 Brisbane Strikers 0 Queensland Academy 13 4 2 7 24 21 14 
Matt HORSLEY (Wollongong) 04 Gene, Aytek Milicic 10, 80 ACT Academy 123 1 8 11 26 10 
Dino MENNILLO (Adelaide City) 03 Gibson, Chad Genc 19 Marconi Colts 13 3 1 9 14 31 10 
Nick ORLIC (South Melbourne) 15 Kalac, Zeljko Zdrilic 85 UTS Olympic Colts 13 2 ©O TI'*10'-41 6 
Warren SPINK (South Melbourne) 13 Kupresak, Velimir Att: 10,650 Referee: S Micallef 
. ; 06 Markovac, Robbie Venue: Parramatta Stadium 
Kimon TALIADOROS (Collingwood) TSMMarisicaesimir 
Kris TRAJANOVSKI (UTS Olympic) 15 Milicic, Ante West Adelaide 2 UTS Olympic 1 
Paul TRIMBOLI (South Melbourne) 14 Moric ; Ante Thorp 31 Tome 52 L 
Jim TSEKINIS (West Adelaide) 02 Pl may Richard SOCGER CLUB Tsekinis 44 Melbourne Knights0 = Collingwood Warriors 1 
3 Alex DURIC (Gippsland Falcons) . Att: 4,592 Referee: W Dade Boutsianis 42 
07 Popovic, Tony Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium Att: 7,919 Referee: G Connolly 
10 Rudan, Marko Venue: Knights Stadium 
14 Trajkovski, Robert ROUND 15 
02 Vrkic, Joe Saturday 1 February in sti South Melbourne 2 Gippsland Falcons 0 
AA 15 Zadrilic, David Total: 20 players Brisbane Strikers 1 Adelaide City 3 Kelic 46 
Battistin pen, 71 Hassell 17 Coveny 89 
ERICS SON CU Pp Goals Scored: Snel at Att: 5,239 _ Referee: E Brazzale 
13 Zdrilic, David Att: 4,169 _ Referee: D Crawford Venue: Bob Jane Stadium 
ROUND 16 iyi Venue: Suncorp Stadium UTS Olympic 0 Perth Glory 2 
riday y ; ; Cairfi espotovski 42 
Newcastle Breakers v Brisbane Strikers oo eae i ; treble bla 1 soomera Coane 0 own goal 11 
Saturday : 02 Moric ae aed Att: 4,279 Referee: C Diomis Att: 7,124 Referee: B Hugo 
Canberra Cosmos v UTS Olympic © 02 Popovic Tony’ ti pani Venue: Marconi Stadium Venue: Belmore Sports Ground 
ca FREY RET Poe ae 02 Rudan, Marko Sunday 2 February West Adelaide 2 Newcastle Breakers 1 
Perth Glory v West Adelaide om Menlagh o g Wollongong City 1 Sydney United 4 serincs silicided 
Collingwood Warriors v Marconi Fairfield 01 sae Ayt —“~ Surjan 83 Sinai ms Att: 5,044 Referee: A Gorton 
Sydney United v South Melbourne 02 own goal TOTAL: 43 goals Att: 10,158 Referee: M Shield Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 


Adelaide City v Wollongong City 


Venue: Brandon Park 
eg els 
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FAIRFIELD WETHERILL PARK CENE 


brought to you by 


SOCCER CLUB 


TEAM LINE UPS 


— - —4 
SYDNEY UNITED SOUTH MELBOURNE _ We are the soccer specialists 
1. Zeljko Kalac | i, Michael Petkovic | 
2. Robert Trajkovski | | > na alaena 
3. Velimir Kupresak [ 
4 F <> < 4. AlexKuzmanovic . 2. | 
5. Mark Babic 5. Con Blatsis | gh Pe - 
6 Robert Enes 6. Jason Polak B kee a & mth All the major brands 
ia Kresimir Marusic | - ae ML peli =— di 
8. Ante Moric | Ss . 
€. Robbie Markovac 9. Paul Trimboli | iss 
iC. Ante Milicic CQo0-Lin< 10. Warren Spink “. 
11. Damir Cvetko | ! | os wlacaelel a aa 
12. | Aytec Genc | Il VAMIAAnOS | ae | | ' | 
14. David Zadrilc seeatpo! a Huge range . - Sydney United's 
15. Jason Culina | 2 Key on e | aspieeies 7 
17, | Paul BIRaBe 18, Tansell Baser of team jerseys - Official Supplier 
16. John Paul Knezevic BSS 
18. Richard Plesa a a FAS Danial Allsop 
19. er 
: ho: 18. Michael Curcija 
o Pies DUmA /19. Robert Liparoti 
22. Jacob Burns | 21. Sasa Nikolic LIVERPOOL 
ao Chad Gibson | 22. Alex Efsatthiou . 
24. Dean Culina | 
35 Tom Maric : vy Wear the colours 
26, | | 
27. John Didulica | | of your team 
= ACG MILAN 


FAIRFIELD WETHERILL PARK HINCHINBROOK 


The best sports stor low 


Fairfield Wetherill Park Hinchinbrook 


Smart Street Stockland Mall The Valley Plaza 
Ph: 726 9777 Ph: 609 7215 Ph: 826 8872 


Supporters Discount Voucher 


Simply present this voucher at either the Fairfield, Wetherill Park 
or Hinchinbrook stores and you will receive 10% of the price 
of your purchase. It's that simple. Minimum purchase $20. 


SOCCER CLUB 


United's own Chad Gibson is on hand at our Fairfield Store 


UNIFAB EQUIPMENT 


AUSTRALIA PTY LTD. 


Airconditioning Equipment, Split Systems, Rooftops, 
Water Cooled Packaged Units, Chillers, Fan Coils 


STEVE BAKARICH 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 


by: UNIFAB Lurnea, NSW 2170: 


® 
WINI0 = Ain’ Unit 9, 274-276 Hoxton Park Road, 


Phone: (02) 607 4544 
AIR CONDITIONERS Fax: (02) 607 3150 


B CAN IC INCOME TAX/ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


TAXATION SPECIALIST 
14 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Mr llija Bicanlic s.cc..uP. RTA 


Suite 1 Edensor Park Shopping Plaza 
Cnr. Edensor & Allambie Roads 
EDENSOR PARK NSW 2176 


100 METRES FROM HERE !!!! 


TEL: 9610 9951 FAX: 9610 9953 
MOB: 041 113 9031 
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Sydney Pools 


Pool Shop 


The Sydney Pools and Spas Pool Shop is located 
downstairs from our offices and stocks a complete 
range of chemicals, spare parts and replacement 
equipment. Our staff will be more than happy to 
answer any query you may have. 


Unit 34/272 Victoria Street 
Wetherill Park NSW 2164 
Phone (02) 757 1077 

Fax (02) 757 1058 
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Lies, lies 
and 


SOCCER CLUB 


amned lies 


THAT'S WHAT they say about the 
press anyway; ‘Lies, Lies and 
Damned Lies’. 

Personally I'd rather stick with 
the old journalistic maxim that you 
never let the truth get in the way 
of a good story. 

And isn't it AMAZING how many 
times that little rumour which you 
start becomes FACT? 

It's the same about the Ericsson 
Cup. 

Last season we were (or at least 
some would like us to have) 
boasting about the huge increase 
in crowds. 

The truth was, and you can really 
prove anything by careful 
manipulation of statistics, that the 
increase was moderate - topped 
up by an extra complete round of 
eleven games. 

The simple reason why it was 
the biggest aggregate attendance 
in NSL history was that we played 
more games. 

Oh well; lies, lies and damned 
lies. 

This season United have been 
drawing very well at the turnstile, 
our ‘experiment’ at Parramatta 
Stadium was an_ unqualified 
success — and the side look to 
have the talent to go all the way 
and. take out the League 
Premiership. 

Again, lies, lies and damned 
lies. 

That's what people say when the 


press print what they don't want to 
hear. 

So what about the truth? 

| know that Branko Culina 
cringes every time he reads 
something over the top about his 
team in the press, | know that he 
would rather that no mention of the 
title was made until after Round 26. 

But maybe the truth is that 
Sydney United is finally in the 
position it wants to be in. 

It has played the second best 
side in the league twice - and is 
still six points out in front. 

That means, and any schoolkid 
will tell you these simple maths are 
right, that the only team that will 
take the title from Sydney United is 
themselves by going into a form 
slump. 

And the reality is that there is a 
bracket of some twelve clubs in the 
competition which are all of an 
equal standard - even right down 
to the bottom of the league. 

The only two which, talent wise - 
and admittedly that doesn't always 
win games, are Brisbane Strikers 
and Sydney United. 

The two front runners are the 
only two who are within coo-ee of 
a realistic tilt at the Cup - at this 
stage. 

I've been to so many grounds 
and seen so many teams this 
season that | can only really see 
two logical contenders. 

The rest - there really isn't 


anything other than bad luck, the 
thickness of the cross bar or a bad 
decision here or there separating 
them. 

And looking at luck you have to 
have a thick skin in this game. 

Against Brisbane up at Suncorp 
| still maintain that United were the 
better team — and it was an opinion 
shared by everyone from the radio 
call team, but that wasn't enough to 
escape a thumping. 

"That might have been a very 
good lesson for us," said Branko 
Culina afterwards. 

"No-one likes to lose but if we 
can take something out of it then it 
will at least be something." 

But just when | get ready to 
predict a result, or a title shot, | 
remember the words of Johnny 
Warren; "Only fools predict football 
games." 

I'm going to stick my neck out 
and say that United will be running 
up the League flag after the home 
against Newcastle in Round 25 - 
with still another game to go. 

Another prediction? 

The Grand Final will be played in 
Sydney between Sydney United 
and who else, Brisbane Strikers. 

After all liars, liars and damned 
liars are entitled to be fools. 

That's the price we pay for 
making Branko Culina cringe by 
naming his brilliant young side title 
favourites. 

Bruce Campbell 
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GPO BOX 242 SYDNEY 2001 
Facsimile: (02) 9235 1382 
Telephone: (02) 9235 1381 


A QUALITY OF LIFE 


PERFORMANCE 
on your special receiver 
Croatia is waiting for you DOPIOVING Y WAS DOLTI 
THE FRIENDLY TEAM AT WONDERLAND TRAVEL AND 
BRAVO INTERNATIONAL HOLIDAYS ARE READY TO MAKE IT BIRASTE 


HAPPEN FOR YOU. 


UAT SRT Ra WE. 
BE IT TRAVEL FOR BUSINESS, FAMILY OR JUST A WELL- HRVATSKI AADIO AWS 1HALIA 
DESERVED HOLIDAY THEN THE HELPFUL & FRIENDLY 
STAFF ARE READY TO ASSIST YOU. 


| | ZA SRETHLC, VEDRUE SONCANE DANE! 
ZA LIEVSE. WGOBNIUE, ZWEZDANE NOC I 


PROUD SPONSORS OF THE 
SYDNEY UNITED SOCCER TEAM 24 hours aday 7 days a week 
for your special receiver ring us on 
WONDERLAND TRAVEL BRAVO INTERNATIONAL 9235 1381 
FAIRFIELD HOLIDAY 
Lic. no. 2TA 003207 Lic. no. 2TA 003702 OR VISIT THE SYDNEY UNITED 
13 Ware Street, Fairfield 4th Floor, 32 York Street, Sydney SOUVENIR SHOP 


TEL: 9727 7177 TEL: 9290 2377 ON MATCH DAYS 
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what are you doing 
in a fortnight? 


TEAKLE, ORMSBY, GEORGE 


SOLICITORS & ATTORNEYS 


¢ Personal Injury 
Claims 
¢ Police Matters 


¢ Conveyancing ~ 


Telephone: 9891 3437 


Facsimile: 9891 3748 


how about joining me the game against Marconi — these guys 
don't seem interested ...... 


SYDNEY UNITED v MARCONI FAIRFIELD 
THE BATTLE OF SYDNEY - PART 2 
Sunday 23rd February 


HUNTER COURT 
10, 2-6 HUNTER STREET, PARRAMATTA NSW 2150 


e Peter George 


ANTE MILICIC SAYS 
'BE THERE' 


o$e¢ee eee oe 


© Associate: lan.F. Schollbach 
° Consultant: Irwin A. Ormsby 
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ROUND 1 (week-ending 13th October) 


Adelaide City 0 
Perth Glory 1 
Canberra Cosmos 2 


Brisbane Strikers 0 
UTS Olympic 4 
Marconi Fairfield 3 


Collingwood Warriors 3 Melbourne Knights 0 


Gippsland Falcons 0 
Sydney United 3 


South Melbourne 0 
Wollongong City 3 


Newcastle Breakers 6 West Adelaide 1 


ROUND 2 (week-ending 20th October) 


Brisbane Strikers 6 
UTS Olympic 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 
Melbourne Knights 1 
South Melbourne 1 
Wollongong City 1 
West Adelaide 3 


Newcastle Breakers 1 
Canberra Cosmos 0 
Collingwood Warriors 1 
Gippsland Falcons 0 
Sydney United 3 
Adelaide City 0 

Perth Glory 1 


ROUND 3 (week-ending 27th October) 


Brisbane Strikers 2 
Newcastle Breakers 1 
Canberra Cosmos 1 


Wollongong City 1 
Perth Glory 3 
West Adelaide 3 


Collingwood Warriors v UTS Olympic PP 


Gippsland 2 
Sydney United 3 
Adelaide City 2 


Marconi Fairfield 2 
Melbourne Knights 1 (6.11.96) 
South Melbourne 1 (13.11.96) 


ROUND 4 (week-ending 3rd November) 


Wollongong City 0 
South Melbourne 1 
Melbourne Knights 0 
Marconi Fairfield 0 
UTS Olympic 3 
West Adelaide 1 
Perth Glory 6 


Newcastle Breakers 0 
Brisbane Strikers 2 
Adelaide City 0 
Sydney United 3 
Gippsland Falcons 0 
Collingwood Warriors 2 
Canberra Cosmos 0 


ROUND 5 (week-ending 10th November) 


Wollongong City 1 
Brisbane Strikers 2 
Adelaide City 0 
Sydney United 2 
Gippsland 1 


South Melbourne 1 
Melbourne Knights 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 
UTS Olympic 1 
West Adelaide 2 


Collingwood Warriors 0 Perth Glory 0 


Newcastle Breakers 2 


Canberra Cosmos 2 


ROUND 6 (week-ending 17th November) 


South Melbourne 1 
Melbourne Knights 0 
Marconi Fairfield 0 
UTS Olympic 1 
West Adelaide 2 
Perth Glory 2 
Canberra Cosmos 2 


Newcastle Breakers 0 
Wollongong City 0 
Brisbane Strikers 1 
Adelaide City 1 

Sydney United 3 
Gippsland Falcons 3 
Collingwood Warriors 2 


ROUND 7 (week-ending 24th November) 


South Melbourne 1 
Wollongong City 3 
Brisbane Strikers 4 
Adelaide City 1 
Sydney United 4 
Gippsland 0 
Newcastle Breakers 1 
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Melbourne Knights 1 
Marconi Fairfield 2 
UTS Olympic 1 

West Adelaide 0 

Perth Glory 2 
Canberra Cosmos 0 
Collingwood Warriors 1 


Ericsson Cup — 
1996/97 


ROUND 8 (week-ending 1st December) 
Melbourne Knights 2 Newcastle Breakers 0 
Marconi Fairfield 0 South Melbourne 1 


UTS Olympic 1 Wollongong City 1 
West Adelaide 0 Brisbane Strikers 0 
Perth Glory 2 Adelaide City 1 


Canberra Cosmos 1 Sydney United 3 
Collingwood Warriors 0 Gippsland Falcons 1 


ROUND 9 (week-ending 8th December) : 


Adelaide City 1 Canberra Cosmos 0 
Brisbane Strikers 1 Perth Glory 5 
Wollongong City 2 West Adelaide 0 
South Melbourne 4 UTS Olympic 1 


Melbourne Knights 1 —- Marconi Fairfield 2 
Sydney United 7 Collingwood Warriors 0 
Newcastle Breakers 2 Gippsland Falcons 2 


ROUND 10 (week-ending 15th December) 
Marconi-Fairfield 2 Newcastle Breakers 1 


UTS Olympic 1 Melbourne Knights 0 
West Adelaide 0 South Melbourne 2 
Perth Glory 3 Wollongong City 1 


Canberra Cosmos 1 Brisbane Strikers 4 
Collingwood Warriors 1 Adelaide City 3 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Sydney United 2 


ROUND 11 (week-ending 22nd December) 


Marconi-Fairfield 5 UTS Olympic 1 
Melbourne Knights 4 West Adelaide 0 
South Melbourne 1 Perth Glory 0 


Canberra Cosmos 1 
Brisbane Strikers 5 Collingwood Warriors 2 
Adelaide City 4 Gippsland Falcons 1 
Newcastle Breakers 3 Sydney United 1 


Wollongong City 2 


ROUND 12 (week-ending 29th December) 


West Adelaide 2 Marconi-Fairfield 1 
UTS Olympic 2 Newcastle Breakers 2 
Perth Glory 3 Melbourne Knights 2 


Canberra Cosmos 1 South Melbourne 0 
Collingwood Warriors 1 Wollongong City 1 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Brisbane Strikers 0 
Sydney United 1 Adelaide City 1 


| 


~ ROUND 13 (week-ending 5th January) 

Adelaide City 2 Newcastle Breakers 2 

_ Brisbane Strikers3 Sydney United 0 

~ Wollongong City 5 Gippsland Falcons 2 

~ South Melbourne 4 Collingwocd Warriors 0 

Melbourne Knights 1 Canberra Cosmos 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 Perth Glory 2 
UTS Olympic 1 West Adelaide 4 


ROUND 20 (week-ending 9th March) 
Adelaide City v UTS Olympic 
Brisbane Strikers v Marconi Fairfield 
Wollongong Gity v Melbourne Knights 
Collingwood Warriors v Canberra Cosmos 
Morwell Falcons v Perth Glory 

Sydney United v West Adelaide 
Newcastle Breakers v South Melbourne 


ROUND 14 (week-ending 12th January) 
Newcastle Breakers 1 Adelaide City 1 
Sydney United 4 Brisbane Strikers 0 
Gippsland Falcons 1 Wollongong City 3 


ROUND 21 (week-ending 16th March) 
Melbourne Knights v South Melbourne 
Marconi Fairfield v Wollongong City 
UTS Olympic v Brisbane Strikers 


Collingwood Warriors 4 South Melbourne 0 West Adelaide v Adelaide City 

Canberra Cosmos 2 Melbourne Knights 4 Perth Glory v Sydney United 

Perth Glory 1 Marconi Fairfield 1 Canberra Cosmos v Morwell Falcons 

West Adelaide 2 UTS Olympic 1 Collingwood Warriors v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 15 (week-ending 2nd February) 
Brisbane Strikers 1 Adelaide City 3 
Wollongong City 1 Sydney United 4 
South Melbourne 2 Gippsland Falcons 0 
Melbourne Knights 0 Collingwood Warriors 1 
Marconi Fairfield 1 Canberra Gosmos 0 
UTS Olympic 0 Perth Glory 2 

West Adelaide 2 Newcastle Breakers 1 


ROUND 22 (week-ending 23rd March) 
Adelaide City v Perth Glory 

Brisbane Strikers v West Adelaide 
Wollongong City v UTS Olympic 

South Melbourne v Marconi Fairfield 
Morwell Falcons v Collingwood Warriors 
Sydney United v Canberra Cosmos 
Newcastle Breakers v Melbourne Knights 


ROUND 16 (week-ending 9th February) 
Adelaide City v Wollongong City 
Sydney United v South Melbourne 
Morwell Falcons v Melbourne Knights 
Collingwood Warriors v Marconi Fairfield 
Canberra Cosmos v UTS Olympic 

Perth Glory v West Adelaide 

Newcastle Breakers v Brisbane Strikers 


ROUND 23 (week-ending 30th March) 
Marconi Fairfield v Melbourne Knights 
UTS Olympic v South Melbourne 

West Adelaide v Wollongong City 

Perth Glory v Brisbane Strikers 

Canberra Cosmos v Adelaide City 
Collingwood Warriors v Sydney United 
Morwell Falcons v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 17 (week-ending 16th February) 
South Melbourne v Adelaide City 
Wollongong City v Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Fairfield v Morwell Falcons 
Melbourne Knights v Sydney United 
UTS Olympic v Collingwood Warriors 
West Adelaide v Canberra Cosmos 

Perth Glory v Newcastle Breakers 


ROUND 24 (week-ending 6th April) 
Melbourne Knights v UTS Olympic 
South Melbourne v West Adelaide 
Wollongong City v Perth Glory 
Brisbane Strikers v Canberra Cosmos 
Adelaide City v Collingwood Warriors 
Sydney United v Morwell Falcons 
Newcastle Breakers v Marconi Fairfield 


ROUND 18 (week-ending 23rd February) 
Adelaide City v Melbourne Knights 
Brisbane Strikers v South Melbourne 
Canberra Cosmos v Perth Glory 
Collingwood Warriors v West Adelaide 
Morwell Falcons v UTS Olympic 

Sydney United v Marconi Fairfield 
Newcastle Breakers v Wollongong City 


ROUND 25 (week-ending 13th April) 
UTS Olympic v Marconi Fairfield 

West Adelaide v Melbourne Knights 
Perth Glory v South Melbourne 
Canberra Cosmos v Wollongong City 
Collingwood Warriors v Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney United v Newcastle Breakers 
Morwell Falcons v Adelaide City 


ROUND 19 (week-ending 2nd March) 
Marconi Fairfield v Adelaide City 
Melbourne Knights v Brisbane Strikers 
South Melbourne v Wollongong City Wollongong City v Collingw i 
Canberra 1 Newcastle Breakers 1 (1/11 /96) South Melbourne Vv GiiienaGasie . 


Perth Glory v Collingwood Warriors Melbourne Kni 
West Adelaide v Morwell Falcons ala ent aoe 


ROUND 26 (week-ending 20th April) 
Adelaide City v Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers v Morwell Falcons 


I Marconi Fairfield v West Adelaide 
UTS Olympic v Sydney United Newcastle Breakers v UTS Olympic 
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CEFRANK has over the years det 


.- Industrial Gases 


be 
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Engineering. 
Excellence and. 
Technology 


expertise in the following areas} ives 


- Chemical & Processing peorpenatad in NSW 


- Veneer Production 


Food Indust | 17 - 20 Valediction Road, 
- Metal Manufacture Kings Park, NSW 2148 

- Tooling & Machining Australia. 

- Material Handling Conveying Tel: (02) 622 4222 


- Robotics and Automation Fax: (02) 622 4095 
- Hydraulic, Pneumatic & electric control intl. eat +612 


Dana %R Adatch Nav 


| 1-12 TONNE TRUCKS 


Piy LIv 


24 HOUR 


TRANSPORT SERVICE 

TAXI TRUCK SERVICE 
HOURLY/PERMANENT HIRE 
WHOLE METROPOLITAN AREA 
RADIO CONTROLLED 

MOBILE ADVERTISING 

EXTRA COMPETITIVE RATES 


40 Bentley St, Wertherill Park, 2164 


725 2655 


Faxsimile 725 2215 


WE GET A KICK OUT 
OF SUPPORTING 
THE SYDNEY UNITED 


puma’ 


PLUMA0646 


